
CHAPTER 7 
A MORE 
PERFECT 
UNION 



Revolutionary War 
• Once independence had been declared, each colony no 

longer a British colony 

•  13  new “states” each had to create own  
 government now 



State Constitutions 
 

• Each state set up similar governments with… 
•  Legislatures to create laws 
• Governors to carry out the laws 
• And Courts to apply and interpret the laws 

•   Most State Constitutions also had a “Bill of Rights” to 
protect the rights of individual citizens from government 
abuse 

 



Fact Check 
• One finger for true, two fingers for false… 

•  In America State governments were created before 
national government? 



Articles of 
Confederation  

• Written quickly during the 
Revolutionary War  to more 
effectively fight the British by working 
together 

-  America’s first constitution 
-  Like a “firm league of friendship”  
 between the states 

 
 



Accomplishments of the Confederation Government 

• Ordinance of 1785: created a process for surveying and 
selling western lands acquired after the Revolutionary War 
– Ohio, Michigan, etc. 

• Northwest Ordinance: (1787) created a single Northwest 
Territory out of what would later be Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, 
Michigan, and Wisconsin. Also created a process for 
becoming new states 

•  Land Act of 1800: Made it easier for people to buy land in 
the NW Territory by creating a payment plan 



Weaknesses of the  
Confederation Government 

•  Lack of money: could not collect taxes, 
regulate trade, or enforce its own laws 

•  Lack of central power: no single national 
leader to direct policy, no national court 
system 

• Hard to change: Articles of Confederation 
could not be changed without approval of 
all 13 states 



Problems faced by new country… 
• Soldiers remained unpaid 
• US currency ($) devalued due to inflation 
• Unpaid debt to Britain for Loyalist properties taken in war 
• Spain refused to allow US merchants use of the 

Mississippi River and this hurt trade 
• Economic depression (a multi-year period where the 

economy shrinks) 



Fact check 
• One finger for true, two fingers for false… 

•  The Articles of confederation government was too weak to 
accomplish anything 



Shays’ 
Rebellion 

•  In order to protest banks taking farms from families who could 
not pay debt due to slow economy 

•  Led by Daniel Shays  
•  Attempted to raid an armory to steal weapons and shut down 

the courts of Massachusetts 
•  Massachusetts militia fired killing four famers – rebellion over 
•  Showed that the US government needed to be stronger than it 

was 



Constitutional Convention 

• Philadelphia’s  
 Independence Hall  
 on May, 1787  

• Met to fix flaws of  
 previously formed US government (Articles of 
Confederation) 

• Decided to scrap Articles of Confederation and start from 
scratch on a new U.S. Constitution 

 



The Issues 

• Most delegates realized the Confederation Govt. was too 
WEAK  

• However, many reluctant to create strong National 
government having just gained independence from 
England and its king 

• Also many still viewed their individual State as being most 
important 



Fact Check 
• One finger for true, two fingers for false… 

• Shays’ rebellion showed that the US government needed 
to be stronger than it was under the Articles of 
Confederation 



Two competing plans 

Virginia Plan: representation in government based on 
population.  
- Would give larger states more power and favored by larger 

states 
New Jersey Plan: Would give each state equal number of 
reps 
-  Favored by smaller states 
The Great Compromise: aka Connecticut Compromise 
- Called for a two house legislature 
- Upper house (Senate) would have equal representation 
-  Lower house (House of Representatives) would be weighted 

by population 



3/5 Compromise 
Southern states wanted to count their slaves as population 
to gain more seats in Congress (would also increase their 
taxes) 
 
Northern states naturally disagreed.  
 
Compromise: every 5 slaves would count as 3 people in 
the census for representation and taxation 
- This would give southern states an advantage in 
Congressional power for many years 



Manumission 
•  The process of granting one of your own slaves his or her 

freedom 
•  In 1782 Virginia passed a law that set free all slaves who 

had served in the Revolutionary war 
• Additionally less tobacco planting reduced the need for 

slaves and free African Americans increased from 1% of 
the population to 7% in Virginia between 1782 and 1800. 

• However, the rise of cotton production would end this 
trend and increase the number of slaves in the southern 
population again 



Fact check 
• One finger for true, two fingers for false… 

•  The “Great Compromise” allowed for equal congressional 
representation and representation by population 



Federalism 
The new Constitution would create a government 
based on Federalism – a balance of power 
between the national government and the state 
governments 
 
- The Articles of Confederation had given most of 
the power to the states, but proved too weak 

- The new US Constitution would require states to 
give up some power to the new national 
government 





Fact Check 
• One finger for true, two fingers for false… 

•  The governmental principle of Federalism shares certain 
powers with the states and leaves some powers to only 
the states 



Bill of Rights 

The strongest criticism of the new Constitution was that it did not 
do enough to protect individual rights (Most state constitutions had 
a bill of rights) 
Federalists: people who supported the new Constitution and a 
strong federal government 
Anti-Federalists: people who opposed the new Constitution, 
fearing it took too much power away from the states. “Your 
President may easily become a king!” – Patrick Henry 
A US Bill of Rights was promised by Federalists to appease the 

Anti-Federalists afraid of a strong national government. It would 
ensure and protect individual freedoms 



Debate and Adoption of the Constitution 

Federalist and Anti-Federalist papers - Each faction wrote 
a series of now-famous articles supporting their positions.  
 
“There is not a declaration of rights, and the laws of the 
general government being paramount to the laws and 
constitutions of the States, the declarations of rights in the 
separate States are no security”                    – George 
Mason, Anti-Federalist  
 
Ratification: 9 states were need to ratify (pass) the new 
constitution, but two larger states held out until 1789 (NY and 
VA). Eventually all 13 states did ratify the US Constitution 
and a Bill of Rights was added in 1791. 



Fact Check 
• One finger for true, two fingers for false… 

•  The Bill of Rights was added to the constitution in order to 
protect people FROM the government 



Important People 
•  James Madison – “Father of the Constitution”  
•  John Locke – Enlightenment thinker who influenced the 

constitution – natural rights 
• Baron de Montesquieu – Enlightenment thinker whose 

“separation of powers” appears in the Constitution 
• Patrick Henry – Anti-Federalist from Virginia who would 

not support Constitution without a bill of rights - “Your 
President may easily become a king!” 

• Daniel Shays – Leader of rebellion in Massachusetts that 
convinced many a stronger government was needed 


