Commedia dell’arte Notes
Theatre I
· “Comedy of the profession”

· Developed in Italy from pantomime

· May have been remnants of ancient Roman comedy

· Performed by professional troupes

· Troupe manager – ran business aspects and wrote scripts

· Specialized in comic improvisation

· Performed for the masses in the streets

· The company (troupe) usually consisted of 7 men and 3 women

· Improvised dialogue, action, song, & dance around a familiar plot

· Usually involved love & intrigue

· Used detailed plot outlines with certain memorized lines and lazzi
· Lazzi – special funny bits of stage business – usually set apart from the main action

· Example: main action continues while a comedic character laboriously tries to catch a fly

· Some memorized parts like speeches declaring love/hate/madness
· Used stock jokes/proverbs/songs/exit speeches – in addition to improv as needed

· Many plots revolved around comic intrigue involving a father putting obstacles in the way of his child’s love

· Character of servant served important role – often completing matchmaking

· To be effective, the actors needed to be innovative/witty/clever/ agile (stunts & acrobatics)

· First women on stage since Indian drama

· All stock character represented two social classes: upper class and servant class

· Characters could be identified by costumes and generally masks (half masks*)

· Many stock characters have evolved into characters we still see today

STOCK CHARACTERS

Upper-Class Characters

· Innamorati/Innamorate: no masks; beautifully dressed young lovers; spoke in refined language
· Pantalone: wore baggy trousers; gullible father; middle-aged/elderly man; Notice the word “pants” in the character name
· Father who competes romantically with his son
· Husband deceived by his young wife
· Overly protective father (of his young daughter)
· Dottore: elderly gentleman; friend or rival of Pantalone; originally a law professor, later a doctor without common sense; “double- talker”
Male Servant Characters

· Arlecchino/Halequin (zanni): wore patterns which evolved into the stylized diamond costume we are familiar with today; clever/witty servant; sometimes mischievous; usually clever persuader/schemer; excellent at ad-libbing and acrobatics; clever prankster; agile in mind and body; the word “zany” comes from this character
· Brighella: thief and bully; street-wise; later becomes a servant
· Scapino: crafty and unprincipled; runs away from danger
· Pulcinella: a hump-backed, dullish character; sometimes foolish/sometimes malicious; represented by hooked nose and high peaked hat
· Pedrolino (Pierrot): simple, awkward; moonstruck (Dazed or distracted with romantic sentiment) eternal lover; melancholy and gentle but always too romantic and sad; the character of Pierrot became known as “the clown”
· Capitano: boastful, cowardly Spanish character who brags about battles never fought and romances never experienced
· Scaramuccia: mustached servant; sometimes clever/sometimes cruel; later French character Scaramouche is an ancestor of the wicked mustached character 
· Can you sort of see the word mustache both the Italian and French character names?
· Pagliacci: makes others laugh while his own heart breaks
Female Servant Characters

· Fontesca: serving maid; clever and high spirited flirt; appears in many plays as Columbina who is known as a flirtatious and pretty temptress 
· Pierrette: this character was added to be Pierrot’s love

 *Sometimes a love triangle involving Pierrot, Pierrette, and Columbina

