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IMPORTANT KINDERGARTEN INFORMATION

2015-2016
School Hours

Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday:  8:30 am – 2:50 pm

Wednesday ONLY:  8:30 am – 1:50 pm

Label your child’s Items

Please remember to label your child’s lunchbox, backpack, jacket, etc., with his/her name using permanent marker.  This allows us to return lost items to your child.  Items placed in our Lost and Found are donated to charity quarterly.

Tags

At “Meet the teacher”, your child will receive a name tag to wear.  Please have your child wear this tag every day until your child’s teacher tells your child differently. During staggered start, your child’s teacher will be putting a bus tag on his/her backpack.  This bus tag needs to stay on your child’s backpack.  
Arrival

It is strongly advised that students begin their first day of school taking the school bus.  When students arrive, they are clearly distinguishable by the name tag.  Kindergarten teachers are waiting at different locations (bus and parent drop off areas).  Students are escorted into school by a teacher and will go to their designated commons area in one of the primary houses.  The tardy bell rings at 8:30 am.  Students entering the classroom after the 8:30 am bell are considered tardy and require a tardy slip from the Receptionist.

Dismissal

Dismissal begins with Extended Day students at 2:45 pm (1:45 pm on Wednesdays).   All other students are dismissed shortly thereafter, as their buses are called.  Car riders are dismissed last. If, on any given day, your child goes home a different way than normal, a note MUST be sent in to school.  Otherwise, your child will go home the “normal” way that you have designated during “Meet the Teacher”.  For the safety of your child, we cannot accept changes to your child’s “normal” way home after 1:15 pm on Wednesdays and early release days, 2:15 pm all other days.
Lunch

The cost of a student’s lunch in the 2014-15 school year is $2.45.  This price is subject to change for the 2015-2016 school year.  Your child will receive his/her own lunch number at the beginning of the school year.  Parents can pay for their child’s lunch in advance.  The money is deposited in your child’s lunch account.  Please do not combine any other payments such as Extended Day, Field Trips, etc. on the same check.  Lunch money goes into a separate account.

Payment Options
We are pleased to introduce parents to SchoolPay, a convenient option for making electronic payments for school related fees such as field trips, Extended Day and/or Day Care fees, etc.  SchoolPay will eliminate last minute check writing hassles and eliminates lost cash.  SchoolPay allows you to make payments 24/7/365 and gives you peace of mind that your payment will not be lost along the way.  Simply go to www.schoolpay.com and click on “Create an Account” in the blue box.
Supplies

For your convenience, school supplies may be purchased in advance at www.shopttkits.com, use our school account number:  25644.  Supplies will be available for pick-up in your child’s classroom at our Meet the Teacher event.  If you choose not to purchase the pre-packaged supply kit, a supply list can be found in your child’s registration folder.  ****Please bring your child’s supplies on “Meet the Teacher” day.****
School News and Information
The school newsletter, “The Eagle Eye,” is posted on the Timberlin Creek website and emailed bi-weekly.  This newsletter includes a school wide calendar and other important school news.  Paper copies of the newsletter are available upon request.

Kindergarten Orientation

You will receive your child’s teacher’s name at Kindergarten “Meet the Teacher”/Orientation.  “Meet the Teacher”/Orientation is planned for early August.  Your child will receive a post card with the specific date and time in the mail.  
Staggered Enrollment

Students come to school in small groups for the first week.  Students are assigned a day to attend.  On Friday, the whole group comes together.  The reason for staggered enrollment is to allow the teacher time to get to know your child and offer more personalized attention on his/her first day of school.  A letter will be sent to your child mid-July stating your child’s staggered day.

Dress Code

Thank you for being sure your child is dressed comfortably for school.  Short shorts, tank tops and midriff-baring tops are not allowed.  Girl’s shirts with less than three-inch straps are not allowed.  Sandals, flip flops, or other open-toed or backless shoes are not allowed as they cause a safety problem for feet during PE and recess.  Hats are not to be worn in school unless it has been declared a special day.  Dress Code rules are provided for the safety and well-being of our students.

What can parents do now to help their child get ready for Kindergarten?

Encourage helpful habits:  Put things away when done playing with them.  Help your child get along with other children.  Is your child learning to listen?  Do you have a schedule that encourages early bedtime, reading time, etc.?  Is your child doing simple chores?  Can s/he dress him or herself?  Provide experiences for your child.  Talk with your child.

What will your child learn at school?

Each subject area below gives a brief description of just a few of the skills that will be covered this year.  All Kindergarten children are expected to reach these skills by the end of the year.  We do realize that students come to school at varying levels, both socially and academically and we will work hard to meet all students’ needs where they are.  

*Reading

The students will listen to conversation and stories for meaning; know the sequence of events, characters and setting of a story; be able to retell a story (beginning, middle, end); know rhymes, rhythms, and patterned structures in children’s text; know the names of upper and lowercase letters, as well as their sounds; know the alphabetical order of the letters; understand basic phonetic principles; identify frequently used words; and select material to read for pleasure.  Each teacher will be working with students in small guided reading groups, selecting materials and/or literature which are on the child’s reading level.  

 
*Writing
The students will be involved in both shared and independent writing activities throughout the year.  Students will be able to write in response to a given prompt, using at least initial consonant sounds.  We would like to see the children striving to use beginning, medial, and ending sounds while putting spaces between their words.  We would also like to see the students identify and attempt to use correct punctuation by the end of Kindergarten.
*Math

The teachers will use a hands-on approach to help the students achieve many mathematical skills. The students will use manipulatives to gain a solid foundation of the numbers 0-20.  Students will also extend and construct patterns (both pictorial and numerical);  understand and apply basic addition and subtraction; collect, display  data and make generalizations; interpret and create graphs; and explore various measuring tools for measuring length, weight, and capacity.  The children will also be introduced to math vocabulary words that correspond with each math concept.

*Social Studies

The students will understand why rules are necessary; respect individual differences; vote on classroom issues to express a preference; distinguish between the past, present, and future; identify patriotic holidays; compare the lives of students and families in another country with their own; know that the globe is a model of the earth; and locate the state of Florida on a map or globe.  Social studies also encompasses Character Counts!  We teach the six pillars of character: Respect, Responsibility, Caring, Citizenship, Trustworthiness, and Fairness.  Students will know and be able to demonstrate behavior associated with these pillars.

*Science

Science, like math, will also be taught using a hands-on approach, but through experiments done in the classroom.  The students will demonstrate curiosity about scientific concepts; observe characteristics and behaviors of living and non-living things; know ways living things change and grow over time; be able to identify the five senses and understand how the senses work together to find out things about the world; know that matter exists in different states; know that objects have many different observable properties; know that the motion of an object can be changed by a push or pull; and understand that different things move at different speeds.

Is there a curriculum for Kindergarten?
Yes.  You can visit www.floridastandards.org   to learn more about the curriculum standards and benchmarks for kindergarten in Language Arts, Math, Social Studies, and Science.
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