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Sequencing Frames

The goal of all reading is comprehension. This easy-to-use graphic organizer invites
children to reflect on a book they’ve read by breaking down the story line into a
beginning, middle, and end. Providing children with age-appropriate opportunities
to retell stories not only boosts their understanding of story structure, it also serves
as a quick assessment tool to check their comprehension.

Using the Graphic Organizer
1 Choose a picture book with a simple, clearly delineated plot to
use with this graphic organizer.

MEETS THESE STANDARDS
Uses reading skills and strategies to understand and
interpret a variety of literary texts
Knows the main events and sequence in stories

2 Gather children around you and introduce the book. Discuss
the title, author, and cover art. Then, read the story slowly
and clearly.

3 Place the graphic organizer on an easel so that everyone can
see it. Use a dry-erase marker to write the book’s title on the line
at the top of the chart.

4 Discuss the chart. Point out the three movie frames. Explain
that books, like movies, all have a beginning, a middle, and
an end. School days do, too! Build context, by discussing what
happened in the beginning, middle, and end of yesterday’s
school day.

5 Define the word plot as “everything that happens in a story.”
Tell children that you are going to break the plot of the book you
just read into three chunks—a beginning, middle, and end. Then
you are going to write these in the three frames of the chart.
Point out that because the chart is much shorter than the book
you will have to retell the story in just a few sentences.

6 Work with children to summarize—“retell”—the beginning of
the story in a sentence or two. Use a dry-erase pen to write this in
the top frame. (TIP: If necessary, refresh children’s memories by
thumbing through the book and revisiting the text and pictures.)

7 Summarize the middle of the story in a sentence or two. Write
this in the middle frame.

8 Summarize the end of the story in a sentence or two. Write
this in the bottom frame.

9 When you’re finished, read and discuss your summary.
Guide children to understand that a summary quickly retells
the important events of a story in sequence. Then, congratulate
students on a job well done!

10 Display the completed graphic organizer and book on an easel
or chalk-ledge so that children can explore it throughout the day.
Then, wipe clean with a damp cloth to use again.

EXTENDING LEARNING WITH THE REPRODUCIBLE
After completing the Sequencing Frames, make photocopies of
the graphic organizer on the right for children to use on their
own with any title they choose. (TIP: If children are too young to
write fluently, invite them to draw or dictate their responses.)

SUGGESTED TITLES
Blueberries for Sal by Robert McCloskey
(Viking Juvenile, 1948)
The Cat in the Hat by Dr. Seuss
(Random House, 1957)
Goldilocks and the Three Bears by Jan Brett
(Putnam, 1996)

